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HOPES and EXPE C TATIONS, 
Sc. Ec. 


TT HE preſent ſituation of many of the 
members of the Romiſh Church among 
us, its Eccleſiaſtics eſpecially, furniſhes 
an hope, that what neither argument, 
however reſiſtleſs, nor reaſon, however 
triumphant, have been able to effect, 
kindneſs may gradually bring to paſs. 
We cannot but indulge an expectation, 
that the charity which fits the hearts of 
thoſe who cheriſh it for Heaven, may 
prepare the hearts of others for that hea- 
venly diſpoſition, fraternal love, We 
cannot but entertain an eager with, that 
religious amity, if entire agreement in 
opinion be not attainable, may take 
place where hoſtility has frequently 


been carried to fatal and id deplorable ex· 
tremities. | | 
5 l Jam 


4 * 1 Cy I ; 


( 4 ) 
I am not ignorant that ſome good and 
zealous: men in the laſt age, ſtrained 
every point of compliance and accom- 
modation, till they touched the very 
verge of thoſe errors which they really 
deteſted, in order to procure re- union 
in the Weſtern Church. Nor is it with 
any pleaſure that I ſuggeſt to ſuch as 
are our beneficiaries i in the preſent day, 
in what manner the ſe efforts were re- 
ceived. They who. were courted by 
ſuch advances, ſpurned at the favour, 
and turned it as an argument, to proxe 
the inconſiſtency of Proteſtants Who 
were divided. in their notions about 
that which they concurred only 1 in con- 
demning. The points alluded to, were | 
_. thoſe concerning e in nee and 
Hoſt worſhip. _ a 
Many excellent men, by their concel. | 
ſions, exceeded the juſt lines of that | 
| primitive ſcale of truth, which was ap. 
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plied to che reſorm of faith and practice 
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in the Church. The enlargement of 
their zeal for concord, drew ſcorn from 
the adverſary, and put ſcandal in the 
way of others. 

I am well aware that ſome of the Ro- 
miſh party have endeavoured without 
the ſame deſire of approximation, to 
make it appear, that when the Soliſidian 
doctrines, which in the ſtrict ſenſe, never 
were eſpouſed by our Church, were ge- 
nerally relinquiſhed, that we relapſed 
immediately into their tenets concerning 
juſtification. But that aſſertion, how- 
ever confidently advanced and often 
urged with triumph, was precipitate and 
groundleſs. The difference between us 
remained, and remains ſtill. We ſtill 
hold no righteouſneſs but that of Chriſt 
alone, to be ſufficient to juſtify any of 
the race of Adam, We hold ſtill, 
that Chriſt paid the ſole price of eter- 
nal life and happineſs ; that we are 
adopted freely, to the glory of which 
__ B 3 | he 
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he is the only rightful heir; and 
that we have acceſs to that ſtate of adop- 
tion, and receive its priviledges by faith, 
though the terms and ſtipulations of 
the new covenant, impoſe the neceſſary 
conditions of a right belief, a true re- 
pentance, and an uniform obedience. 
We reject ſtill that poſition, that Chriſt 
merited, in order that we might merit. 
We do not think, that the aſcribing 
good works to the prime gift and ſour- 
ces of divine grace, whilſt they are held 
to be available through their own worth 
to ſalvation, though it may ſeem to 
ſoften the opinion of merit, amounts to 
the ſound doctrine of the efficacy of 
Chriſt's merits, prevailing for thoſe who 
are united to him, forming the only va- 
luable cauſe of our redemption, and con- 
ſtituting the true reaſon of acceptance 
before God. We maintaim ſtill, both with 
regard to the unregenerate and regene- 
rate ſlate of man, that to profeſs to be 
with- 


(9-9 
without fin, is to deceive ourſelves. We 
believe ſtill, that the promiſed recom- 
pence, though the meaſure of it will be 
proportioned to the work of each man, 
1s truly and properly a gift, ey for 
us by Chriſt alone. 
I am not defirous of enlarging upon 
many other points, in which we reſt ſtill 
at a diſtance: the invocation of the 
Bleſſed Virgin and of departed Saints, 
which we judge to be derogatory from 
the one prevailing and ſufficient inter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt, our advocate; the de- 
nial of the cup to the main body of be- 
lie vers; the conceit of infallibility, about 
which, we find no agreement in thoſe 
who urge it, which we refer to the 
divine Word, -but which they reſtrain 
to one univerſal Biſhop, or to an oecu- 
menical Council, or to both together, 
according to their diverſe notions. * 
I Tam ſtill leſs diſpoſed to revive the 
memory of {ome groſſer errors and ima- 
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(8) 
ginations, which appear already to be 
- half forgotten: Purgatory ; the bank 
of ſuper-erogated works, conſtituting 
the fund of indulgencies, with others of 


like ſort. 
It is even with idee that at this 


time I enumerate theſe points, ſince I 
diſclaim all intention of hoſtility, and 
am really penetrated with a different 
ſentiment. The bare mention of ſuch 
things, may ſeem to imply all that can 
be urged againſt them. Groſs errors 
appear to be refuted when they are 
only named; and I name them now, 
merely with the hope that the reviſal of 
them may at length be undertaken, not 
by us only, but by thoſe who have too 
long contended for them. 
Were I more fond of ſharp words 8 
I believe my ſelf to be, I would not uſe 
them toward thoſe who are receiving 
favours at our hands, and in whom the 
wes to o attacks muſt be repreſſed 
by 
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by the more humane and gentle ſpirit of 
gratitude. - But I cannot refrain from 
expreſſing one wiſh, which in no con- 
ſtruction may be deemed angry or re- 
proachful: nor can I paſs this oppor- 
tunity of declaring one hope which I 
ſincerely entertain, concerning the 
members of that deſolated Church» 
Whoſe ruins we deplore, and whole ſcat- 
tered flock we would fain cheriſh 
and defend. My hope 1s, that they 
whom we thus regard, may enter 
into a ſerious and ſevere conſideration, 
whether the moſt eager adverſaries of 
our Church, Who in paſt times have ſtood 
forth againſt us, have ever been able to 
fix the charge of Hereſy upon us, with 
any {ſhow of colour. Whether they 
could ever make good and prove againſt - 
us one point of deviation from the fun- 
damental truths of Chriſtianity.—Whe- 
ther they could ever ſhow one wrong 
definition in our mode of commenting 


( 10 ) 
the Catholic Creed. They who are con- 
verſant in the controverſies which have 
been held between us, will know well 
that they cannot ſupport by any ſolid 
proof, that bitter and uncharitable cen- 
fure. They will know well, that they 
have been challenged to it frequently, 
and have met the challenge only by re- 
peating their aſſertions. Let then the 
preſent intercourſe of kindneſs at leaſt 
prevail with them, either at this moment 


of cheir reſidence among us, or when 


God ſhall beſtow a peaceful ſettlement 
upon them, for which hour we pray 
with full ſincerity, to make one ad- 
vance to real harmony and good-will; 
and whatever be the fate of other mat- 
ters in diſpute between us, to renounce 
that unjuſt and groundleſs allegation. 
They well know how odious the brand 
of Hereſy is, and that nothing but its 
odium could have prompted angry men 
for ſo long a ſeaſon, ſo obſtinately to 
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affix it to a Church, in whoſe belief no 
one departure from the fundamental 
truths of Chriſtianity can be diſcovered: 
© Let them, I pray, conſider, that al- 


though we deteſt their errors, we have 
not retaliated their injurious ſentence. 
Of which candour, a diſingenuous uſe 
has frequently been made in that mean 
and deſpicable argument, which puts 
the truth on all fides out of the queſtion, 
and only urges, that it is ſafer to be 
where it is allowed on both parts, that 
falvation may be had, than where, on 
one part, the poſſibility of being ſaved 
is utterly denied. 

Many of thoſe, concerning whom 1 
now expreſs my hopes, will, I am per- 
ſuaded, grieve to be reminded that their 
Church has never by any public do- 
cument departed from this harſh and 
unwarrantable accuſation, although their 
private Writers have been quite una- 
ble to ſupport the —_ 
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May we not alſo be permitted to in- 
dulge the hope, that the fair pattern of 
our practice and worſhip in the Church 
of England, may operate further, to in- 
duce others to trace once more the 
grounds upon which that Church re- 
formed itſelf. 

There was a moment, a long age ra- 
ther, previous to the Ara of the Refor- 
mation, when the whole Weſtern Church 
ſpake loudly, and even groaned in ſup- 
plication for relief, from the vaſt bur- 
den of ſuperſtitions and abuſes. Let it 
be conſidered, how that ardent prayer 
was ſtifled. The intrigues which marked 
that ppy day of. abortive hopes, 
when(what had been offered for redreſs 
was more eagerly confirmed by the 
Papal decrees of Trent, cannot now exiſt 
ſo ſtrongly. Let us hope, therefore, 
that the candid and diſpaſſionate may 
recur to that wiſh which was enter- 


tained by many, who, neverthele ſs, when 
they 


( 13 ) 
they were thwarted in their'views; and 
baffled in their ſtruggles, continued with 
heavy hearts and fluctuating thoughts 
in their accuſtomed communion: fear- 
ful of ſeparation, though for the unity 
of truth, to which a ſeeming unity, en- 
folding many errors, was preferred. 
Let us hope, that ſome will take up 
in an hour more favourable to refor- 
mation and right judgement, the hour 
of adverſity, the generous deſign which 
was once, to the grief of 17 0 good 
ene overlaid. Bilk 
Let us hope, that the cs and the 
guide, will at leaſt inſtruct their more ig- 
norant and humble followers to receive 
thoſe as brethren, who have neverloaded 
them with the black reproach of Hereſy; 
a cenſure, which muſt tend moſt -PowWer- 
fully to preclude the introduction, and 
to ſuppreſs the growth of good - will, and 
of all fraternal ſentiments. It cannot 
i * diffembled, Une e worldly 
| Jt 5007.91 nn 
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ME. 
courteſy or worldly . intereſts may in- 
duce |. the members of the Romiſh 
Church to admit the expreſſions of bro- 
therly eſteem, and to profeſs the diſpo- 
fition to it; yet thoſe whom they con- 
tinue to regard as Heretics, they muſt 
at beſt regard with terror. - 

I am; the more” inclined to urge this 
point, by conſidering the domeſtic mi- 
ſery which has ariſen in many inſtances 
from this circumſtance. It frequently 
happens, that perſons of different com- 
munions unite in marriage. In ſuch 
caſes, where a perſeverance in ſeparate 
perſuaſions continues, the proſpe& of 
domeſtic happineſs and entire affection 
may not perhaps be very fair: but with- 
out doubt, where one party 1s taught to 
view. the other as debaſed with hereſy, 
the proſpect mult be comſortleſs indeed! 
It is impoſſible where the horror of 
ſuch ſuſpicion reſts, that connubial love 
ſhould not be embittered. I addreſs 
myſelf therefore more eſpecially to thoſe 


of 
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of our own country; who adhere to the 
Romiſh perſuaſion, and are moſt likely to 
be entangled in this ſnare. I entreat 
them to urge the perſecuted foreigners 
whom they now harbour with peculiar 
tenderneſs, to examine whether the pre- 
judice in which they have ſo long per- 
ſiſted, be not groundleſs and unjuſt. 
It was originally of foreign growth. Be- 
fore the Papal Bull of Pope Pius V., 
which drove all things to extremities, 
the members of the Romiſh Church en- 
tertained no ſuch hard thoughts. They 
frequented our Churches, and partook 
our Sacraments. The great averſion 
which has ſince ſubſiſted, has from that 
time been fomented in foreign countries; 
where, unfortunately, the opportunity 
for cheriſhing it has been conſtant, be- 
cauſe the. ties of religion: have induced 
ſo many of our countrymen to ſend 

their children for foreign education, 
I am informed, and I regard it; as a 
new ground for my hope, that many of 
TAN - thoſe 


* 


* 


n 1 4 


4 


* 
« 
* 


ms mn M5 "_ 
N 1 
* n p g * « "La M 
1 5 ? 34 #1 p 25 * q 1 we - 
* * 0 = : - - A 
\ \ 4") " N 
IF - LC 
+ * — , n 
: F 4. | : 5 
, &F 4 : 
* 
* 8 
= o 0 
„ 


">. 


kn 


12 


K* 


- nn 
1 * * 5 * 1 
1 "+ 0 " 4 #6 RY * . 
\ l | 
8 x - 
= 


* 
N 


= 
2.4 
4 =. 


tions. 466 L * * Toe Nl a1: 


theſe fewſhort remarks, who entertains 


lick peace to all forbearance in matters 


2 ( 16. * "BY _ 
hols. who were themſelves. abet 
with a deep averſion to our Church, and 
who had ſuch opportunities for iniſtil- 
ling it into their pupils, have experien- 
ced an happy change in the rigour o 
their ſent ments, from ocular We 


* * 


Ter it not therefore r 
or be deemed inſidious, if the Writer of 


an : earneſt real fo the inteteſts of thoſe 
now fuing for protection 
at our 12 ſhould thus avow his hope 
and expectationę chat the great ſtep! to- 
wards religious harmony and friendſhip 
may now be made, by revoking e 


grounded, unſupported charge, tlie off 
ſence of which maſt for ever be fatal to 


all ſound and ſineere eſteem, to all fo: 


of religion, to all true affection in ſocial 
or conjugal connections, to all concord 
3 1 IM . 
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